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NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . It is in the opinion of the examiner that the art of record neither anticipates nor renders 
obvious ". . .a concave recess formed in an outer edge of the terminal portion adjacent to the 
second intersection, the concave recess having a radius of curvature that is adapted to receive a 
portion of a mounting clip" and . .seating the fence wire in a first pocket in the tool and one of 
the ends in a recess in the tool" in combination with the rest of the claimed limitations set forth 
in the independent claim. 

2. Further searching by the examiner yielded additional prior art as follows: 
Cooper (US Patent 791,009) discloses a hand tool having a body, intermediate, and 

terminal portions with a rectangular finger (19). However, this reference does not disclose that 
the above-mentioned portions are co-planar, defining a continuous flat blade. 

McNulty (US Patent 584,3969) discloses a tool having several portions with a finger and 
a concave recess (12) at the tip of the tool. 

3. However the above prior art fails to disclose a reasonable combination of ". . .a concave 
recess formed in an outer edge of the terminal portion adjacent to the second intersection, the 
concave recess having a radius of curvature that is adapted to receive a portion of a mounting 
clip" and . .seating the fence wire in a first pocket in the tool and one of the ends in a recess in 
the tool." Therefore, it is concluded by the examiner that claims #-# of the present invention are 
allowable. 
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4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Teresa M. Bonk whose telephone number is (571) 272-1901. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 5PM with alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on (571) 272-4419. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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